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thus left without their recognised leaders at a time when confidence
and organization were more than ever needed. The movement,
as a whole, had been losing ground since 1842. The Anti-Corn
Law agitation, the conflict betwecn the supporters of the rival
policies of physical and moral force, the repeated expulsion of small
middle class elements, and, more particularly, the personal antagon-
ism between some of the leaders, had right up to 1847 been the cause
of much dissension. The revival of the movement towards the end
of 1847 and the beginning of 1848 was more the result of outside
forces than of its own strength from within.

It was further weakened, as might be expected, during the
February Revolution in France, when the workers of Paris issued
their socialistic proclamation. The middle-class elements immedi-
ately withdrew from the Chartist ranks, and the whole movement
was more or less disorganized. The French revolution in this way
assisted in saving the English capitalist class.

The failure of the Convention followed a no less dlsaster in the
breakdown of the Land Society, which brought moral and material
discredit upon the movement. ‘‘ Two such experiences never
befell, or could befall, any political organization without bringing
about its downfall.” The great majority of Chartists were members
of the Land Society and the discouragement that followed can well
be imagined. After this came O’Connor’s affliction, which for some
time had been noticeable. With the failure of the Society, its
members lost almost the whole of their contributions.

There took place again at this juncture the small middle-class
agitation in favour of the ‘‘ Little Charter.” It is true in this
instance again that the workers protested against this latest attempt
to divide the movement. But the confidence of rank and file and
leaders alike had been so far shaken as to make it apparently impos-
sible to unite them again. Failure and disappointment brought
along further internal dissention. The jealousies and antagonism
between the leaders developed rapidly. Each leader had his parti-
cular faction and organization. Personal ambition, combined with
the general lack of theoretical clarity, had their inevitable result.

And yet, do any or all of these various factors provide a satis-
factory explanation as to why this one-time strong revolutionary
movement disappeared ? Scarcely. As already indicated, they
were all factors making for the weakening of the movement, but
they do not altogether account for the breakdown of a movement
having its roots in prevailing economic conditions. However great
the failure of the Convention and the Land Society, these effects
might have been overcome. Oppression and persecution by the
ruling class might have checked the mo nt for a time, but
could hardly have crushed it altogether.. g then,"are we to
seek for the causes that will satisfactoril 3& - r the disappear-
ance of the movement, ? - '
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The Chartist movement (like the Labour movement in general)
was the result of economic development. And since it came into
existence under certain conditions, the cause of its disappearance
must be sought or accounted for by a change in these conditions.

Reference has been made in previous articles to the commercial
and gold crisis of 1847 which affected the whole of England. Just
before this the factory owners had brought to a successful issue the
Anti-Corn Law agitation, and had made Free Trade the dominant
political issue. By the beginning of 1848, industry began to re-
cover, and between March and May the crisis had spent itself.
The continental revolutions had driven a great deal of foreign
capital over to England, and this assisted in some degree in relieving
the effects of the crisis. Industry revived—the textile industry in
particular ; so much so, indeed, that exports in cotton goods in-
creased during the vear 1848 to the extent of nearly a million yards
in excess of the previous year. This simultancous ending of the
crisis and the establishment of Free Trade led to the ascribing of
the sudden expansion of trade to the policy of Free Trade rather
than to the overcoming of the crisis itself. Had not Free Trade
agitators prophesied this very thing ? True, the Free Trade manu-
facturers had celebrated their victory by a general reduction of
wages by 10 per cent. But this was now counteracted by an in-
creased demand for hands, and by conditions which gave the
possibility of increasing wages again. So that the facts in con-
nection with the inauguration of Free Trade were forgotten, and
the working class to some degree participated in the “ good time.”
As a result they lost to a great measure their old spirit of discontent,
becoming more reconciled to the Free Trade party.

This reconciliation weakened the forces of Chartism. The
Chartist leaders had foreseen this, and had opposcd the Free Traders
with all their might. It will be remembered that both in speeches
and writing they had warned the workers that Free Trade would
in no way benefit them ; that it would neither increase their wages
nor reduce the price of bread. Now the facts were altogether in
favour of the Free Traders. A serics of events had combined to
prove the Chartists to be but poor prophets. What wonder then
that their influence with the workers declined ?

One of the chief causes of the prosperous condition of English
industry during the later ‘forties and the beginning of the ’fifties
was the discovery of new goldfields in California (June, 1848) and
in Australia shortly afterwards. The gold of Sacramento, and of
Victoria and N.S. Wales, was brought across to England.  England
exchanged her factory products for gold. The more gold came,
the greater the number of spindles that turned in the textile in-
dustry of Lancashire.« “This rcacted in its turn upon the working
class, banishing the spirit of discontent and putting and end to
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was only a means to be used for the emancipation of the working
class, but none of them were clear as to how it was to be done or
what they were to strive for. The movement was everything—
the end nothing. The result was that it had no end at all. No
working class party can endure unless based upon sound principles.
Of this the Chartist movement affords sutficient proof. The
theoretical position of the working cluass had not as yet been formu-
lated, and when it was done the Chartist movement had passed
away.
W. H. MAINWARING.

The Romantic Revival in Poetry and
Historical Materialism

We look bofore and after,
And pine for what is not.—SHELLEY.

URSED in the cradle of idealism ; exercised in the knight-
errantry of imaginative pursuits; enamoured by the
glories of an age that is gone, it is somewhat difficult to

realise the truth that the dynamic of human progress is man’s
mastery over the technique of {1‘)roducti<m. It implies a revohu-
tionary change in the outlook of the ordinary reader of poetry to
seek an explanation of social phenomena in the changes that have
been experienced in the material productive forces. Surely such
a grossly materialised explanation will not account for the passion-
ate and etherealised poetry of the English Romantics ? It cannot
be true that the spirit of beauty which dominates the work of
Shelley was conditioned by the material conditions of his time ?
Much less can this be true of Keats with his :—

Beauty is truth, truth beauty ; that is all

We know on earth, and all we need to know.
Yet a little thought will convince even the ordinary reader that
the poetry of the imaginative Romantics has an economic
foundation.

The time during which the Romantics wrote was that immedi-
ately succeeding the Napoleonic Wars. Europe, in the words of
one of them (Byron) had ** bourne in vain, years of death, depopula-
tion, bondage, fears.” Iingland had just emerged from the birth
pangs of the industriul revolution. Industry had passed definitely
from the domestic to the factory system. The application of steam
to machino-facture had added cubits to the nation’s economic
stature. The revolution in the means of production, the radical
change in the tools used by men, and the immense promise of the
productive power of steam had changed the whole fabric of society,
and with it had revolutionised its mode of thinking. It is surely
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more than a mere coincidence that the poetry of this period marks
a revolution in all that we designate as literary style. In the period
preceding it, we have the cold formalism and the academic spirit
of the Classical School. This school crushed all individualism in
style and treatment of subject. Pope, with his respectable pro-
prieties, his metallic jingles and dead level of thought and expres-
sion, was the characteristic product of the period. Classicalism
instituted a sort of aristocracy of form and of words. Only words
that had a poetic pedigree were to be used, and the only form of
drama ‘sanctioned was that based upon the Greek model of the
Augustan period, with its Trinity of Unities. But a change came
that amounted to a revolution—a change that affected the style
of poetry both in regard to its form and the use of words. This
change coincided with the completion of the transition of industry
to the factory, and its first fruits of chaotic over-production.

The romantics were at once revolutionary and reactionary.
- They were revolutionary in style and language, in thought and in
spirit ; they were reactionary in their aspirations and in their
imaginative construction of an ideal socicty.. Wordsworth was a
revolutionary in that he used the words of common folk in his
poetry, words which had been dcenied by the classical school the
fellowship of poetic association ; he was revolutionary, too, in his
discovery of nature, .
One impulse from a vernal wood,
Will teach you more of man,
Of moral evil and of good,
Than all the sages can.

He was reactionary in the sense that he visualised the modern
industrial world in terms of rustic beauty_and simplicity. He did
not face fairly the new methods of production and organization in
industry. It is true that in his abandonment of the classical
form we have a reflex of the abandonment of the domestic technique
of production, and in this sense he admirably illustrates the
materialist conception. His return to nature was a reaction from
the crushing ugliness of the life of his times.

Coleridge brought the spirit of wonder into literature. His
Ancient Mariner sailed on seas that never had material existence.
Here again we have a true reflex of the wonder of the inventions of
the age. The steam engine had, pror to Coleridge’s poetry,
brought wonder into the economic life of the times. It symbolised
the infinite possibilities of man’s productive capacity, and shocked
the slumbering national imagination to such an extent that it
found exercise in passive wonderment or active riotous imagina-
tiveness. The changes in the means of production had created a
feeling that can be summed up in the phase ““ What next ? ”  This
anticfpatory feeling, with its vague suggestiveness of the immense
possibilities of the future, finds expression in the poetry of the
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must have a ‘* lingua franca.” The value of a common language is too obvious
to require argument. I know nothing of the construction or technicalities
of Esperanto, but it holds the field at present as an international language,
and conferences are held in that medium of speech. Why should not Labour
adopt it ? At any rate, let something be adopted to meet a clamant need.
The need is the greater, for international Labour will confer more fre-
quently in future than in the past. .
JaMEs ROBERTSON.

News of the Movement

The classes are all going with such a swing that the secretaries have no
time to send in reports ! A very hurried ‘* Everything is going on O.K.,”” or
‘" Things continue to be lively in our neighbourhood,” at the end of a letter
has to suffice. The woes of a sccretary burdened with considerable corres-
pondence and copy for the Magazine are thereby lightened, and the
health of the movement may be judged by actions rather than words, for
one branch is daring enough to launch a publication of its own (see front cover
yagc). It seems as if there might be some truth about the revolutionary
ervour and activity of the ‘‘ Celtic fringe ' after all.

. * - . . . * -

GLasGgow has been very active during the winter, and the publication of
the Marx pamphlet comes after monthbs of strenuous work. In all, nineteen
successful classes have been conducted in Glasgow and the west of Scotland.
Only lack of tutors prevented double that number being run. A. J. Solomans
says: ' We wish to record our thanks to those comrades who rallied so readily
to our call for instructors, and also to the S.I.P. We owe a debt of gratitude
to the party for the help they have rendered in supplying tutors and lending
us their halls.

L] L s L] * s . .

A class will be held during the summer for those who have acquired a know-
ledge of History and Economics, but who need training as teachers. When we
first called our Conference in October we were told that we should run counter
to the Scottish Labour College, but events have proved that the oppsoite is
true ; we have been actually instrumental in creating a desire for a Labour
College in Scotland, and we have had the most cordial relations with the S.L.C
Committee. We are sure our record for the session is good, and challenge
other towns to show a better one. even South Wales | (The gake of batte).
Our cry is ‘* Education must precede Emancipation,” and we invite all
Society and T.U. brauches to rally to our support.

L ] * *® * L ] « L]

A young people’s class for girls and boys of 14 and upwards with 4 Worker
Looks at History as their text book meets every Sunday at 1.30 at 50, Renfrew
Street, Glasgow, with Com. Main as teacher. Full particulars from Sec.,
J. McCorrisken, 4, Ardoch Street, Possilpark.

- *® * L] * * » *®

EDINBURGH class Sec., Bruce Whyte, 55, Albert Street, writes:—* We are
advancing in knowledge but not in numbers, so, in conjunction with the
Leith and Musselburgh classes, we are organizing lectures in the district

wivth a vie_\v to advertising the movement.” All interested are invited to
jein in this propaganda campaign.
Ld . * » * * * »
NorTHUMRERLAND and Duvruam show “liveliness.”” A C.L.C. class has

been f_ormed at West Cramlington under the leadership of J. Parkes, a stalwart
Plebeian. The class will study Industrial History. Sec., J. McRae, 11, Bar,
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racks, W. Cramlingtgn. This is an entirely new venture in a new district,
and, considering the fact that only a very few persons have heard of or taken
part in anything of the kind before, it is particularly courageous.” Our best
wishes for success and congratulations go to the organisers.

. ‘% * * * ® » .

DurHAM, not to be outdone by Halifax or Sheffield, has organized an
Educational Conference, to take place on April 6th, at 2.30, in The Miners’
Hall, Red Hill. The following resolution will be put to the meeting :—

“ That this Conference pledges itself to support the principles of Inde-

endent Working Class Education as advocated and taught by the C.L.C.”

over: John MacLean, M.A., Glasgow. Seconder: E. Edwards, E.C.
North. Miners, Ashington. Chair to be taken by Will Lawther, Pres. Chopwell
Lodge, D.M.A. Particulars of delegation, &c from T. Ethell, 76, St. James
Street, Newcastle. Meetings will be addressed by John MacLean, as follows :
Stanley I.L.P. Co-op. Hall, April 7th; Spen fo-op. Hall, April 8th; Chop-
well Va’orkmen's Institute, April 9th ; Newcastle Socialist Soc., April.10th,
All Plebeians please note and support.

L * . * L] - *

CovENTRY Branch Plebs League, Sec., H. King, Welland Road, Stoke, is
selling a good number of Magazines and pamphlets, and is also busy organizing
an Industrial History class. ‘‘ We shall make things hum,’ writes the Sec..
sending an order for 12 dozen of ‘' that "’ pamphlet. (Others, please note.
We have sold 20,000, and we want to double that number before August.)

* L] » - L LJ L *®

The Hurr N.U.R. Industrial History class has now a membership of close
on 50, and the interest is well maintained. The meetings are held on Sunday
at 7 p.m., at Argyle House. Sec., A. H. Fuller, 5, Glaisdale, Sterling Street.
Already a large increase in the sale of the Magazine has taken place, as a
result of this class, and it is hoped that a branch of the Plebs League will be
formed_at no distant date.

) . . . . . . .
- The Economics classes of MANCHESTER and district have formed a Plebs
District Council, and appointed Literature Sec. Com. E. Bradshaw ; Treas.,
Com. Taylor and Council Sec., Com. J."McGee, Woodlands Lodge, Crumpsall,
Branches in the district not already affiliated are invited to do so, or where
there are opportunities to open new classes to communicate with the
Sec. Both time and money will be gained By co-ordinating effort, and we
recommend other districts to adopt this method of organization.
* K] L * * . L] .

BIRMINGHAM Plebs League have decided to hold a demonstration on
May 5th to take the form of a public meeting in celebration of the Centenary
of Marx. All desiring to assist are asked to write to T. D. Smith, 12, Old
Meeting Street, West Bromwich.

»* L » * * - L ] L

In LoNDON, on the initiative of the B.S.P., a committee has been formed
of representatives of the different classes in the district with the same object
in view. The sec., Lancelot Hogben, says: ‘' We shall act in close co-opera-
tion with the London Plebs, which is represented on the committee. At
present we are trying to get a census of possible teachers and to re-organize
on a local basis, so as to have our machinery ready for more vigorous work

next autumn.’”’
. . . . . . . .

The C.L.C., N.U.R. class run at the College has been most successful, and
a very enjoyable social evening was held at the close of the first session in
February. Mr. C. Terry was presented with an illuminated address, signed
by all the students in recognition of the good work he has done, with the thanks
and gratitude of the students, for the admirable way in which he has con-
ducted the class. Another session is now proceeding at the College.
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Correspondence

MARKET PRICES: SUPPLY AND DEMAND OR SUPPLY
AGAINST SUPPLY,

Si1r,—Many Marxists teach that the value of a commodity is labour, that
the quantity of this labour is expressed relatively in a quantity of gold, and
that the name of this quantity of gold is the price of the commodity ; put
shortly, that price is the monetary expression of value. At this point the
student is perplexed by the fact that price never equals value. The Marxist
replies that the law of supply and demand causes deviations from the real
price, but taken over a long period these deviations cancel one another and
by this means the real price which expresses value is theoretically attained.
This to a Marxist is simple enough, but is not so to a student tackling the
subjec¢t for the first time, especially if he has had any training in bourgeois
economy, because the point left unexplained is involved in the question—
what causes supply and demand to vary ? .

For the sake of clearness let us tabulate the points of discussion. The
Marxist teacher says— -
Quantity of labour determines Value.
Value is expressed in Price. Therefore
Labour determines Price.
Deviations from this price are caused by supply and demand being
unequal.

To the student it appears that

Supply and demand balance prices.
The theoretical mean price expresses value. Therefore Supply and
Demand determine Value.

Of course he can see that labour has something to do with it,Jbut yet, if
Labour determines value, then it can’t be supply and demand, and if supply
and demand determines value then it can’t be labour, and he is very puzzled
between the two.

Just here the writer would like to ask, is there any serious reason why
Marxists should use such a term as ““ demand '’ ; demand relates to use-
value and as such is not a category in economics ? There is po such thing as
a law of supply and demand. ‘' Supply and demand " is only a convenient
phrase to use in discussion, but, since it is so often misunderstood; and from
this standpoint loses a great deal of its convenience, would it not be better
to use the words ‘‘ supply against supply " ?

To consider this : a man enters a shop and demands a pair of bouts because
he wishes to use them ; the proprietor asks 15/-; the man says, ‘‘ I have no
money, but 1 assure you my demand is most urgent.” The proprietor says,
““ Nothin’ doin’, unless you bring the money.” The man’s demand must
therefore be backed by money, but, since he has no gold mine of his own,
he must first supply some commodity to society in order to get the money.
So, from this standpoint, * demand,” backed by money, is only another
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pame for ““ supply.” Therefore the relation between traders is, in essence,
not a relation between supply and demand, as such, but between supply and
supply.

When the producers of one class of commodity have supplied more of
that particular use-value than the rest of society is willing to buy by mecans
of the things it can supply, then, from the standpoint of these particular
‘producers, much is supplied against little ; consequently, the price paid for
these particular commodities is lower than their value (average social labour
time embodied in a commodity and expressed in gold). But from the stand-
point of the rest of society, little is supplied against much, and therefore the
price they receive is higher than the value. Under these conditions (other
things remaining as before), the producers of the particular use-values in
question go on short time to reduce output, whilst the rest of society is trying
to make hay whilst the sun shines, by increasing output. The result, of
course, is that the positions are reversed. So the question of market prices
is only the question <f ill-balanced supplies, which, of course, means ill-
balanced quantities of labour having regard to society’s requirements.

Market prices are, therefore, nothing but mcnetary expressions of supplies
which, for the time being, are either below or in excess of society’s require-
ments; they do no more than register the different quantities of labour put
at different times into different classes of commodities, and if treated from the
standpoint of ‘‘ supply against supply ” are perfectly and intelligibly in
accord with the Marxian law of value as determined by social labour time,
because labour does determine price, even the market price, but, if treated
from the standpoint of the so-called law of supply and demand, they are most
confusing to beginners.

Yours faithfully, FrRED CaASEY,
We trust other teachers (or students) will tackle the controversial

points raised by our correspondent; we have only to ask that they will
make their replies as brief as possible.—ED. Plebs.

“ FREETHOUGHT AND THE LABOUR MOVEMENT.

DeArR COoMRADE.—I was surprised to find that my letter in the December
Plebs was unchallenged. Surely the '* Freethinkers ""[arelnot going to take
it lying down ? Let us carry it a little further,

One must admit that to judge the Freethought movement from a historical
point of view is rather difficult to-day. You will agree that Christianity
(as we have religion to-day) is anti-imperialist, and its tenets hamper the
capitalist in sundry directions. If he were a strict Christian his machines
and men would have to remain idle on Sundays, and many things necessary
in capitalist production would have to be discarded. Therefore it is quite
easy to understanld what the future action of the capitalist is likely to be,.
Before he will throw away his profits he will discard his religion, and adopt
that set of ideas which will esuit his method of production. It is not at al]
impossible that Freethought will be the most favourable in the assistance
of future ,production, ’
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A CHART FOR MINERS.

In one of his cartoons ** Cynicus ' depicts that model proletarian, Job,
surrounded by the medicine men of his day, and the tollowing couplet is
appended :—

** Advice in trouble is the aid which friendship freely lends ;

Job's greatest patience was displayed in histenming to his friends.””

These are days when Labour is calied upon to display a good deal of this
particular sort of patience.  Its friends are many and varied, and their advice
plentiful. The publication, therefore, of a book * on a vital Labour problem,
written by a worker, and not by an " outside ' adviser, is exceedingly welcome.
A perusal ot it will do no harm to the medicine men of Labour to-day, in
giving them some idea of what a worker thinks the future of the miners’
organization ought to be. Despite the many suggestions for the unity of
Capital and Labour ** when peace comes,” there are many who accept this
truism— :

Is it not a fact that even a so-called ‘' Ideal Board”’ would only

provide for the robbery of Labour, and robbery for all time, since the

- Constitution of Counciliation dves not provide for the abolition of the
wages system ¢ (p. 91).

That the book will arvuse rank-and-filers_by its exposure of a futile and
worn-out policy, based on conciliation, goes without saying. It will also,
pechaps, cause certain * leaders 7 of the M.F.G.B. to think (and that is a
consummation devoutly tv be wished !)

The author has divided his subject into five parts, tracing in the first,
*“ The Failure of Trade Unionism,” criticising very strohgly the M.F.G.B_’s
failure to cope with the new industrial situation. This section gives miners
(and others) a fairly faithful history of their organization. He clearly shows
where it has failed, and how, and lays stress on the pitiful waste of oppor-
tunities in the National Strike of 19120 In a number of quotations showing
how ' leaders "’ viewed the victory (!), the palm must be awarded to C. B.
Stanton, who said (Daily Herald, 18. 5. 12) :- "' It (the act) was a precedent
by law which meant the beginning of the end of Capitalism.”

To prove that the member for Merthyr was somewhere near the mark, in
Part II. (" The Wrong Basis, Structure, Object, and Policy of the Unions and
Federation ) a list is given of nearly every company in the British coalfield
with their profits and share capital.  Judging by the figures here quoted
somcone is near '' the beginning of the end,”” but it is hardly the Rhonddas,
Joiceys, Peases, Furncsses, Aberconways, or others of that kidney.

The mineworkers are up against not only powerfully entrenched
mineowners, but . . . against the entire International Capitalist
Class. with its Press, its Politicians, and its Physical Force. Class
distinctions were never so great as they are to-day, government laws
never so ruthlessly administered in the interests of a class as our
modern governments are administered, class opposition was never so
clearly defined as it is now. The fact is, Miners’ Trade Unionism is
Out-Organised "' (p. 89).

This part concludes with an exposition of the educational point of view of
the C.L.C. and Ple¢bs League :—

Working Class progress depends on a Class education, an education
in Social Science, on a grasp of first principles, and for neglecting to
teach these there 1s no excuse (p. 100).

We trust that Harvey’s (and our) co-workers in Durham will soon see this
fact more clearly than they do to-dav. :

* Industrial Unionismand the Movng Tndustry. By Geo. Harvey (1/- post
paid, 1/2. From Author, Miners” Hall, Wardley Colliery, Pelaw-on-Tyne,
Co. Durham).
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In Part ITI., dealing with * Recent Revolts against Capitalism and Trade-
Union Constitutionalism,”” the South Wales Miners occupy the greater space,
and there is a ** KKoll of Honour ™ of British coulowners showing their profits
for 1914-15-16. The remainder of the Look deals with ** re-construction ”'—
that blessed word ! But it is re-construction from the partial or working-
class point of view rather than the so-called " impartial,” * unbased,” &c.,
&c. The defenders of ** impartiality ”’ can never understand, they inform
us, the bias the worker has against schemes of increased output, wellare
work, and other strange devices to smooth over the antagonisms between
employer and employed. I3ut the worker is not so unfortunate in his grasp
of the reason why. lle feels, consequently he inquires, and his understanding
follows.

Inside the miner’s organizations there have been many attempts (notably
the '* Miners’ Next Step ”” campaign of 1912} to bind the various unofticial
reformers (?) together. What has been lacking hitherto has not been
enthusiasm, but a clear idea of the immediate steps.  lHarvey puts forward
a plan (if you care to call it so) to apply theory to practice. He suggests,
as a beginning, that we aclieve unity Ly having only one union in the parti-
cular country or district covered now by the Minimum Wage Boards.

The Districts dovetail into each other, the whole area covered is so
limited in mileage, and the conditions of labour vary so little, that the
twenty-two Districts could be reduced by one-third, say to fourteen,
for purposes of organization. We thus get fourteen Unions. By a
process of elimination we could reach this stapge in a short time, and
each step we tovk would perfect the Union machinery on an Industrial -
basis, train the members to think industrially, and be a step towards
-the organization of each large ' District * in such a way that, with
little difficulty, they could become simply District parts of the ONE
large National Industrial Union (p. 159).

This quotation shows that the author undérstands that the essential thing
is to get the first sfep taken. Some may argue that the adoption of such a
policy would be merely tinkering, or * wobbling.” But in the meantime,
are we doing anything towards that clarity of vision needed ere the ONE big
union arrives. The book does more than merely give a history of the Indus-
trial Union Movement in “ our” istes. There are chapters dealing with
America, &c., &c., which provide the reader with an outlook on ** foreign
affairs,” so often lacking in the Enghsh Labour Movement.  The differences,
too, between Industrial Unionism, Syndicalism, and Guild Socialism are
fully dealt with. The old conflict is renewed as to the utility or futility of
political action.

To the Indusinial Unionist the failure of the Labour Party is no
argument for Anti-Politics. The Class Struggle must express itself
in all fields of action—Industrially, Pohitically, Educationally. That
is an axiom the Industrial Unionist builds upon. He desires no social
change behind the back of society, has no quick romantic route to
emancipation (p. 191).

More could be quoted {from this section, but we have indicated sufficiently
the bedrock the author builds upon. Nowhere is there any hesitation to
give ‘ knock-out "’ blows when necessary.  The marshalling of the facts,
the problems set forth, the solutions oftered, make this book a notable contri-
bution to our armoury. It will interest otliers than miners, and the stress
laid on the necessity for effective educiational work on partizan lines should
help the further extension of C.1..C.-Plebs work.

We hope that it will not be merely bought and laid down (or the author’s
portrait in his pit-clothes cut out and pinned up as a memento), but that
efforts will be made to eliminate as speedily as possible the 79 District Unions
and 13 Federations which make the MUF.GU3. so impotent for eftective work.

WiLL LLAWTHER.
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Knowledge. This book gave ““ a glowing picture of the glories of invention,
of the permanent blessings of machinery,” &c.. &c., and the writer, as he
skirmished with the workman’s prejudices,” developed his argument
“ with great animation and vigour . . . .” We know those ‘* skirmishes
with the workman’s prejudices.” Them we have always with us ! To-day
they publish ** little volumes ™ about Output and Increased Productivity
and Efficiency. And the workmen still have * prejudices . . . .” When
the C.L.C. is housed as we all hope that one day it will be housed—in a build-
ing that will bear comparisen (and more) with the universities of the ** upper "
classes -—there ought to be somewhere in it a portrait or a stained-glass window
or some sort of memorial to John Doherty, the Lancashire working-class
leader, and editor of The Voice of the People. Doherty was in advance of his
time in his ideas on the subject of warking class education. Mr. and Mrs,
Hammond tell us that — -

he wanted the working-classes to organise their own education, in

opposition to upper- and middle-class movements like the Society

for the Diffusion of Uscful Knowledge.
I'm not sure whether the S.D.U.K. still exists--but other familiar initials

will occur to all !
. * . * * . . .

In his review of The Town Lahourer alreadyv referred to (1. Pioneey, Feb. 9,
1918) W. G. Cove made a criticism which de<erves consideration, Mr. and
Mrs. Hammond’s book, he declared,

is not history boiled down to the mere bones of an outline. . . . QOur
elementary schools, as the writer has cause to know, are infested with
historv books which are mere summaries, and the educational wing
of the Labour Movement seems to be in danger of the same epidemic,

That, I repeat, is a criticism which needs taking into account. Of course
we need the ‘“ summaries ' first —and books like Craik's, Paul’s, and Mark
Starr’s, though they may be outlines, are certainly not *“ mere [drv) bones.”
But T hope we (of the edurated wing of the Labour Movement) shall go on
to books which, like The Town Lahourer, are really satisfving studies of parti-
cular periods ; books which, in Cove’s words, will *‘ lose none of their scientific
precision because the facts are presented by a penctrative imagination.” As
for instance —T he Lighteenth Brusnaire or Revolution and Counter- Revolution ;
or Meilly’s Puritanism ; or Gustav Bang's Crises in Furvopean History. Such
books can only come after the summaries —but T hope thev will come, and
soon. Few of us have time or opportunity for much original research work ;
but that need not prevert us from making a special study of one particular
subject, period, or. movement, and then re-shaping the already known and
available matetial from our point of view.

= £ » * * * * *

W. H. Dawsen's ITndustrial Germany, which Mark Starr was recommending
to Plebeians a month or two ago, is, 1 see, included in those volumes of the
Nation’s Library which the Reformer’'s Rookstall (126, Bothwell Street,
Glasgow) are offering at 6. each (postage 3d.). The same house is offering
a limited number of copies of The Rasged-Trouseved Philanthvopists at 2/6
(postage 5d.). . . . Isce that Auna Karenina is shortly to be added to the
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Tolstoy volumes in the World’s Classics. (The thin paper * pocket ”* edition
of this series, as I have observed before in these pages, is, on the whole, the
nicest of the various editions abtainable at '‘ proletarian prices ). . . .
Has anybody, by the way—any Pleb, I mean—read Gil Blas? It has just
been published (by Greening’s) in a single volume, at 2/-. From a reference
to it in a letter I received recently from Eden Paul 1 gather that he likes
Gil Blas. Perhaps he'll ‘“review ” the new edition for the benefit of

Plebeians :
* * - * » * L] *

The article that most interested me in the January Soctalist Review was
L. T. Hogben’s “ The Poetry of Revolution,” dealing particularly with
Swinburne and Morris. Apropos of an article on another page of this number
(written some months before Hogben'’s was published) it is interesting to quote
his concluding paragraph :— .

Who shall say that it is merely an historical accident that those
two great bursts of song that have filled England with gladness, one
from the great Elizabcthans, the other following the French Revolu-
tion, coincided with the rise of the merchant class to economic power
and the conquest of political power by the capitalist ? And if such
songs were born of the triumph of man over the tyranny of feudalism
and monarchy, who shall foretell the music which shall vibrate when
the Earth God Freedom

. . rise and remain and take station
With the stars of the world that rejoice ;
Till the voice of its heart’s exultation
Be as theirs an invariable voice ;
By no discord of evil estranged,
By no pause, by no breach in it changed,

By no clash in the chord of its choice ?
s - . = * * * *

Hogben, by the way, has just published a little volume of poems, Exiles of
the Snow, and Other Poems (Tifield, 2/- net). The poems, like his article above
referred to, reveal him as an admirer of Swinburne. I think I like best the
*“ Lines on a Lump of Coal,” which should have a special appeal for many
Plebeians in S. Wales, Durham, Scotland, and elsewhere. Y quote a few
lines :—

‘“ Here is a poem wondrous and delicate, full of strange ventures and wisdom
most old,

Mysteries hidden no poet has chaunted, stories fantastical lips have not told :

Forests of fern trees superb and majestical waving their filmy fronds to the

warm skies, . . . . .

Long e’er the sough of the wind-swaying coppice mingled in spring with

the wild birds’ cries :

Pendulous garlands profuse and mangificent, hung in the mists of the young

steaming sod, ) ) .
Where creatures unhunted, immense and gigantic, bathed in a ghostlier
moonlight, trod . . . ."”
. - L] * * - * »

Mr. Mallock’s latest, The Limits of Pure Democracy, was reviewed at length
in the Times Litevary Supplement, Feb. 7th, 1918, The “ riddle of the Few
and the Many "’ is what Mr. Mallock sets out to solve; and he moves with
the times, for—
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